
Privately Celebrated Mass – Still for the Whole 
Church 

 
In the midst of the restrictions placed on publicly celebrated Masses in Dioceses across 
the USA, here is a very important reminder of our Eucharistic theology: 
 
“For each and every Mass is not something private, even if a priest celebrates it 
privately; instead, it is an act of Christ and of the Church. In offering this sacrifice, the 
Church learns to offer herself as a sacrifice for all and she applies the unique and 
infinite redemptive power of the sacrifice of the Cross to the salvation of the whole 
world. For every Mass that is celebrated is being offered not just for the salvation of 
certain people, but also for the salvation of the whole world. The conclusion from this is 
that even though active participation by many faithful is of its very nature particularly 
fitting when Mass is celebrated, still there is no reason to criticize but rather only to 
approve a Mass that a priest celebrates privately for a good reason in accordance with 
the regulations and legitimate traditions of the Church, even when only a server to make 
the responses is present. For such a Mass brings a rich and abundant treasure of 
special graces to help the priest himself, the faithful, the whole Church and the whole 
world toward salvation — and this same abundance of graces is not gained through 
mere reception of Holy Communion.” (Mysterium Fidei n. 32) 
 
- Pope Saint Paul VI 
 

 


