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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Saturday, December 22 
   4:30 p.m. +Ruth Wagner by family 
Sunday, December 23 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
         8:30 a.m. +Jeff Kaviak by Howard & Linda Rink 
 11:00 a.m. People of St. Teresa Parish 
Monday, December 24 
   4:30 p.m. Children of the Parish 
 10:00 p.m. +Genevieve Rittenhouse by Paula & Bill Stavesky 
Tuesday, December 25 THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
   8:30 a.m. People of St. Teresa Parish 
Wednesday, December 26  St. Stephen 
   8:30 a.m. +Emily Belpulsi by Bob & Dee 
Thursday, December 27 St. John, Apostle 
  NO MASS 
Friday, December 28 The Holy Innocents 
   8:30 a.m. living/deceased of St. Teresa & St. Anthony Parishes 
Saturday, December 29 
   4:30 p.m. All Souls 
Sunday, December 30 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
         8:30 a.m. +Eleanor Durica by Larry & Pat 
 11:00 a.m. Tom & Al Kirchner by Don & Carol 
 

Collection  
In Next  
Bulletin  
  
 

Please keep St. Teresa Parish in mind when making out your will. 
 

 

 
Established 1845 

ST. TERESA OF AVILA CHURCH is handicap 
accessible. 

 

STAFF 
Reverend Edward J. Smith, Pastor 
Office Hours: Wed & Fri 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Fr. Thomas Sanders, OSB, 
Weekend Associate 
Debbie Wehler, Sue DiVaccaro, 
Secretaries 
Lou Varos, Finance Council Chairperson 

 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

For those advanced in age, sick, or 
undergoing surgery. Administered upon 
request. Contact the Rectory. 
 

PARISH INFORMATION 
BAPTISMS:   Baptisms are celebrated after 
the 11:00 a.m. Mass on Sundays. 
Arrangements should be made shortly 
before or after the birth of the child. 
 

COMMUNION CALLS:   Please call the 
Rectory to schedule. 
 

MATRIMONY:   At least one member must be 
a parishioner and be active for at least six 
months prior to calling. Couples need to 
make arrangements at least six months 
prior to the wedding date. No date may be 
reserved until discussed with the priest of 
the parish. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS:   Call the Rectory to 
register. 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION:   Interested 
in becoming a member of the Catholic 
Church? Call the Rectory for more 
information. 

CONTACT US 
Rectory Office.............................(440) 934-4227  Office Hours.......Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Fax................................................(440) 934-4500  E-mail .....……st.teresa.church@neohio.twcbc.com 

Website.......................... www.stteresaparish.com 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 23, 2018 

Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb.    -- Luke 1:42 
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PARISHIONERS: 
Luz Villanueva, Eleanor Rieth 
Pat Chozinski, Loretta Forthofer 
Gladys Mackert, Eva-Maria Peters 
Gladys Wisnieski, Margaret Mauk 
Kathleen Brezinski, Anna Joseph 
Patricia Welsh, Shirley Karasevic 
Charlotte Joherle, Marty Lima 
Fr. Thomas Sanders 

 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

SERVING OUR COUNTRY 
Charles Godles, Christopher 
Barnhart, Jason Bender, Thomas 
Daley, Capt. Richard Robinson, 
Tom Fisher, Anthony Burns, Michael 
Naughton, Allen Fish, 2nd Lt. Louis 
Rios, Justin Callison, Quinn Rambo 
Capt. Shelby Stratton, Grant 
Bartlett, Sgt. Tyler Corwin, John 
McGlynn, Cpl. Andrew Edwards, 
Jacob Peyton, Michael Garba 
SSgt. Leo Ostrolencki 
To add names call 934-4227. 
 

HOSPITAL CALLS 
Please request the services of 
the Catholic Chaplain at the 
hospital for a patient. Notify the 
parish office so that the sick will 
be remembered in our prayers 
and Masses. 
 

 
ST. TERESA OF AVILA 

PRAY FOR US! 
"I want to live and die in 
striving and hoping for eternal 
life more than for the 
possession of all creatures 
and all their goods; for these 
will come to an end."  
St. Teresa of Avila 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 
There are times when we must act cautiously if we would achieve a purpose (As the proverb 
says, “Look before you leap”).  There are also times when we must act quickly or lose an 
opportunity (As another proverb says, “Strike while the iron is hot.”) 
 

Raoul Wallenberg usually had to make split second decisions; to strike while the iron was 
hot.  The task he had undertaken was nothing less than saving Jews condemned to Hitler’s 
“holocaust”. 
 

Raoul was a fascinating, even an unlikely “Scarlet Pimpernel”.  A Swedish Lutheran, aged 
thirty, he was employed as first secretary of the Swedish legation in Hungary in the early 
1940’s.  He had coaxed from the King of Sweden his diplomatic appointment to Budapest 
for precisely the purpose of rescuing victims.  He had also coaxed from the King the 
authorization to give asylum to anybody who held a Swedish protective pass.  Handing out 
protective passes to Hungarian Jews kept him constantly on the go, but by means of 
protective passes, he was able to save the lives of 100,000 Jewish people. 
 

One day, for example, Raoul learned that a crowd of Jewish Hungarians had been corralled 
and packed into a train for a Nazi extermination camp.  He reached the railroad station just 
in the nick of time.  Brushing by the Nazi guard, he climbed on the roof of the train and 
moved along from car to car handing Swedish passes through the open doors and windows.  
The German officers ordered him down.  The Hungarian Nazis shot at him.  Nevertheless, 
Raoul finished his work calmly and efficiently.  Then he got down and shouted, “All who 
have passes leave this train!”  The pass-holders came out and he directed them to a fleet of 
autos bearing Swedish flags.  Thus, he saved the lives of dozens of Jews, and the Nazis 
were too befuddled by his quick strategy to do anything about it. 
 

In 1945 Raoul Wallenberg was finally arrested.  Some think he may have been imprisoned 
in a Russian camp.  But even in prison he could only have been consoled by the memory of 
the day when he had “proceeded in haste” to rescue that train car full of Jews. 
 

When Mary learned that her cousin Elizabeth was soon to give birth to a child, she too 
“proceeded in haste” to the mountains where Elizabeth dwelt. (Today’s gospel).  In coming 
to Elizabeth’s aid, she also brought the unborn Jesus into the presence of the unborn St. 
John the Baptist.  And to John the future Saviour communicated, at that moment, the 
freedom of the sons of God.  May we never put off to tomorrow the good we can do today. 
 

The Reverend Edward J. Smith, Pastor 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday:  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; Lk 1:67-79 
Tuesday:  Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 
  Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 
  Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14] 
Wednesday:  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22 
Thursday:  1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Friday:   1 Jn 1:5 -- 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18 
Saturday:  1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 
Sunday:   Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 
  9-10; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52 
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What Would You Ask Our Bishop?   What would you ask Bishop Perez if he was sitting at 
your kitchen table? To be part of Table Talk with Bishop Nelson Perez, submit your 
questions to tabletalk@am1260therock.com by January 1st. The next episode of Table 
Talk on AM 1260 The Rock will air January 17th at 5pm and will be re-broadcast January 
19th at 1pm and January 20th at noon. For audio archive of previous episodes, visit 
www.am1260therock.com.  
 

44 Hours of Non-Stop Christmas Music  Joins us at Living Bread Radio (89.5 FM, AM 
1060 or 94.5 FM) beginning Christmas Eve at 8:00 a.m. for music that celebrates the birth 
of Jesus Christ with the most beautiful, sacred, and traditional carols! Tune in for the Bible 
Story of Christmas narrated by Bing Crosby from 4 - 8 p.m. Listen on air, online on our 
FREE App or ask Alexa or Google devices to play our station. 

Find local TV or Radio station: ewtn.com/channelfinder/ or ewtn.com/radio/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Dr. Mary Hilaire Tavenner, Parishioner of St. 
Anthony of Padua Church, Lorain, is broadcasting her very own radio program. It airs 
EVERY Thursday evening from 7-8 pm until April 25, 2019. Listeners can go to the website 
at www.boldbravemedia.com and click on Hilaire's photograph to listen in. Check it out! 

 
COLLECT PRAYER 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O 
Lord, your grace into our hearts, 

that we, to whom the Incarnation of 
Christ your Son was made known 
by the message of an Angel, may 

by His Passion and cross be 
brought to the glory of His 

Resurrection. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
 

Today the Church celebrates the 
Fourth Sunday of Advent. We light 

the last candle on our Advent 
wreath and our preparation for 

Christmas is almost finished. We 
also reach the culmination of the O 
Antiphons. In previous antiphons 

our cry was directed to the Messiah 
as He manifested Himself to the 
Chosen People, to the Gentiles, 

and in nature; now He is addressed 
in person and asked to remain with 

us as Emmanuel. 

 
Reading this final antiphon gives 

the feeling that a climax has indeed 
come. The very term Emmanuel, 
God with us, reveals the kindly, 

human heart of Jesus — He wants 
to be one of us, a Child of man, with 

all our human weakness and 
suffering; He wants to experience 
how hard it is to be man. He wants 
to remain with us to the end of time, 

He wants to dwell within us, He 
wants to make us share His nature. 

HOLY SPIRIT, BRING US A DESIRE FOR EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION 

" O Blessed Host, in whom is contained the fountain of living water 
which springs from infinite mercy for us, and especially for poor 

sinners."  Sr. Maria Faustina 
St. Teresa's Eucharistic Adoration takes place Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

We need Adorers for each hour. Call the office if interested. 

Ohio's Heart Beat Bill   If H.B. 258 becomes law, it would ban 
abortions at around six weeks into pregnancy, once a baby’s 
heartbeat is detectable. The law allows exceptions to prevent a 
woman’s death or bodily impairment, or in cases of medical 
emergency. On Dec. 6, the Ohio Senate’s Health, Human 
Services and Medicaid Committee chairman Sen. David Burke 
said more time was needed to study the bill. While the legislative 
session officially ends Dec. 31, leading lawmakers have said 
they are likely to finish by Dec. 19 or sooner. Let us pray the 
Committee approves this bill to be sent to the Senate floor. 

CATHOLIC PROGRAMMING 

DON’T MISS “DR. T PH.D.” RADIO SHOW 
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THE ALTAR & ROSARY SOCIETY NEWS 
Our next Altar & Rosary Society Mass   will be Sunday, January 13, 2019 at 8:30 a.m. The Rosary will be 
said at 8:00 a.m. prior to Mass. 

All ladies of the parish are invited to join the Altar & Rosary Society.  

SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

"Helping Hands" - Aid To Parishioners In Need 
Any parishioner or family registered at St. Teresa of Avila Church who is in need of help with groceries, 
utilities, baby needs or other essentials is invited to call the church office for assistance from the Social 

Concerns Committee. All requests are confidential. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

"Gifts for Baby Jesus" THANK YOU! 
 

Thank You to everyone who donated to Birthright of Lorain County through our 
December collection!  Let us send these generous donations with love and 

prayers that the mothers and children who received them will be blessed not 
just with clothing, formula and diapers, but with spiritual blessings, that they 

may know the love of God. 
 

Help Needed on Sunday, December 23 after 11:00 a.m. Mass: Any young people 
willing - please help take the donations from Church to the cars for transport to 

Birthright. 

Mother Cabrini Food Pantry 
Our next non-perishable food collection will be the weekend of 

January 5 & 6, 2019. 
Help is always needed on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturdays of each month 
from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Many thanks to all those who support this ministry! 

 

Malley's candy bars 
$1.00 each in the back of the church and in the church office. Support the Mother Cabrini food pantry. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BUS TRIP TO WASHINGTON, DC 
 

The Fr. Ragan Knights of Columbus Council 3269 will once again be offering a 
charter bus trip on Thursday, January 17, 2019 for attending the Right to Life 

Rally and March on January 18, 2019 in Washington DC.  The event includes a 
morning mass at the Basilica of Immaculate Conception followed by the Rally at 
the National Mall and the March to the Supreme Court Building.  A chartered bus 
will leave promptly at 8PM from the Ragan Hall parking lot on January 17, 
2019 returning at approximately midnight on January 18.  Water and light 
refreshments will be provided on the bus. Cost of the trip is $95.00 per adult 
with discounted tickets available at $35.00 per student (H.S. or College).  

Reservations are required and a 50% deposit is requested by December 29, 
2018 with the balance due on January 15, 2019. For further information and 

advance sale tickets, call Greg at 440.865.5883, Jack at 440.522.8304 or Gerry at 
440.477.5507. 
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TELEVISED SUNDAY MASS 
Sunday Mass is aired on Channel 8 on Sundays at 6:00 a.m. 

2018 -2019 PSR 
Tuesdays, from 6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.  

No Class on December 25 and January 1 
 

If the Sheffield/Sheffield Lake City Schools are 
closed on Tuesdays because of bad weather, then 

PSR will be canceled for that night also. 

ST. TERESA'S BIBLE STUDY  
Everyone is Welcome! 

January 2019: 
January 10 & 17 at 7:00 p.m. 
Held in the Parish Life Center. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Classes resume January 6: includes 
Mass at 8:30 a.m. followed by class 

in the PLC. 

 

Christmas Mass Times
Christmas Eve - Monday, December 24 

4:30 and 10:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day - Tuesday, December 25 
8:30 a.m. 

Solemnity of Mary (New Year's) 
Monday, December 31 - 4:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, January 1 - 8:30 a.m. 

Christmas Office Hours
The Office will be closed on 

December 24 - 26, and 
December 31, 2018 & January 1, 2019 

 What is a Manger? 
“When the child Jesus was born, his mother Mary laid him in a manger “(Lk 2:7). 

The word “manger” comes from the Latin word munducare which means “to eat.” A 
manger is a wooden or stone feeding trough that holds hay for larger farm animals. 

 

Jesus was not laid in a manger by accident. It is a major spiritual symbol. 
Animals go to the manger for physical food, but with Jesus lying on the hay, we can go to 
the manger for spiritual food. Jesus has an infinite storehouse of nourishment available, 
and we can approach him any time and never go hungry. Jesus feeds us with Word and 
Sacrament, his gospel and the Eucharist. Jesus wants us to devour his word (Jer 15:16; 
Ez 3:1; Rev 10:9-10), chew on it, slowly ruminate on its meaning, swallow and digest it, 
and make it part of the fabric of our being. Jesus’ Word is like no other food, it has the 
power to save our souls (Jas 1:21). Not only that, the infant in the feeding trough is the 
Bread of Life (Jn 6:35), the true bread come down from heaven, and whoever eats this 

bread will live forever (Jn 6:51).  
If a person wants to be spiritually well-fed, it is important to read Scripture and 

receive the Eucharist often.



 
 
 

Liturgical Ministers Schedule 
 

 
Eucharistic Ministers 

 

Sat, Dec 22 Sun, Dec 23 Sun, Dec 23 
4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
Debbie Korce Bill Bistak ** Trish MacDonald 
Michael Genaro Marty Yonkof Norman Novak 
EM Needed Carol Yonkof Susan Novak 
Frances Geiger Sue DiVaccaro Carol Kirchner 

  
Mon, Dec 24 Mon, Dec 24 Tues, Dec 25 
4:30 p.m. 10:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 
Christi Smail Tom Pienoski ** Ann Glime 
Bill Bistak ** Joan Gigliotti Sue DiVaccaro 
John Katricak Carol Yonkof Aaron Davis 
Greg Smail Kathy Cunningham Michael Genaro 
   
Sat, Dec 29 Sun, Dec 30 Sun, Dec 30 
4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
Ann Glime Kanty Cunningham Elmer Klingshirn 
Ruth Bistak Bill Bistak ** EM Needed 
Daniel Bryda Christi Smail Theresa Gillotti 
Tom Pienoski ** Aaron Davis Dan Gillotti 

 
Lectors 

 

Sat, Dec 22 Sun, Dec 23 Sun, Dec 23 
4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
Larry Durica Aaron Davis Tom Parkey 
   
Mon, Dec 24 Mon, Dec 24 Tues, Dec 25 
4:30 p.m. 10:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 
No Lector Phil Gigliotti Karen Davis 
Children's Mass   
   
Sat, Dec 29 Sun, Dec 30 Sun, Dec 30 
4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
Jean Ackerman Bruce DiVaccaro Tom Parkey 

 
Altar Servers 

 

Sat, Dec 22 Sun, Dec 23 Sun, Dec 23 
4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
Ray Fitzwater Server Needed Beth Parkey 
   
Mon, Dec 24 Mon, Dec 24 Tues, Dec 25 
4:30 p.m. 10:00 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 
Mikey Griffith Victoria Korce Bill Brock ** 
Dave Griffith   
   
Sat, Dec 29 Sun, Dec 30 Sun, Dec 30 
4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
Dan Huczko Server Needed Mike Griffith 
  Dave Griffith 
 

Around the Town 
 

SOLACE OF LORAIN COUNTY - ADVOCACY FOR FAMILIES 
COPING WITH SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
The next meeting will be Dec. 27, 2018 from 6 - 8 p.m. at Amherst 
Beaver Creek: Visitor Center, 913 N. Lake St., Amherst. For 
information call Kathy at 440-823-6177. Visit: www.lorainadas.org. 
 

XLT (EXALT) OPPORTUNITIES 
St. Vincent de Paul Church  The Last Friday of the month at 7 
p.m.: December 28. 
XLT is a dynamic form of prayer and Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. Includes contemporary Christian music and silence. 
Designed for youth and young adults but all are welcome! 
 

WEST SIDE CATHOLIC CENTER - NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 
In need of volunteers to partner with participants of their Workforce 
Development Certificate Program. This involves assisting an 
individual as they progress through the work readiness program 
and into the first months of employment. Training provided. Contact 
Frank Johanek at 216-332-2538. 
 

PART TIME EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
Position is for Accounts Receivable Analyst (ARA) with Western-
Southern Life, Elyria, Ohio. Hours are Monday - Friday. If interested 
call Trina Sherrill at 440-324-2626 or visit www.wslife.com/careers 
and click on "Apply for an Administrative Career" to view the full job 
description and to access the online application. 

 
CLEVELAND RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND 
Help for your marriage: has it become unloving? Are you already 
separated or divorced but want to try again? This program may 
help. Retrouvaille means rediscovery, and this program is 
supported by the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland and is open to all 
couples and faiths. Join us January 25 - 27, 2019. $150 
registration fee required. Call Marc or Liz Gliha at 440-357-6580. 
For information visit www.helpourmarriage.org. 
 

CHAPLAIN SERVICES 
Chaplain services are available for Prisons and Jails located in the 
Diocese of Cleveland. To have someone make a visit, call the 
Parish Life Office at 800-869-6525. 
 

JESUIT RETREAT CENTER: NEW YEAR'S EVE RETREAT 
Join us December 31 - January 1, 2019. Begins Monday at 6 p.m. 
with dinner and goes thru Tuesday at 11 a.m. Presented by Sr. 
Rosemarie Carfagna, OSU. A peaceful and prayerful celebration of 
the New Year. We will explore transitions and transformations 
through scripture. Cost is $95. To register call 440-884-9300 or visit 
www.jrh-cleveland.org. Located at 5629 State Rd., Parma. 
 

PRO-LIFE DOCTORS LIST 
A list of local Pro-life doctors, who do not practice abortion nor support its 
use, is available. Call 440-322-0076 or visit www.loraincountyrighttolife.org 
under Resources and Issues tab. 
Homeless and pregnant?  Call Good Counsel Homes, 1-800-723-8331 or 
   visit www.goodcouunselhomes.org. 
Hurting from an abortion?  Visit www.AbortionForgiveness.com. 
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