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I.  Who Can Marry at Saint Teresa Parish? 
 
1.  Any registered parishioner may be married at Saint Teresa Parish.  If neither 
of you are registered parishioners here you must receive permission from the 
Pastor of Saint Teresa Parish as well as the Pastor of the parish at which you are 
registered parishioners. 
 
2.  At least one of the parties must be a practicing Catholic.  A practicing 
Catholic is defined as someone who attends Mass weekly, on Holy Days of 
Obligation, receives the Sacraments regularly, and places an envelope in the 
collection as proof of attendance (no monetary amount is required).  If you have 
been away from the Church for a while and have not actively practiced your 
faith this could be an excellent opportunity to renew your commitment to your 
faith. 
 
3.  Cohabitation prior to marriage is considered a very serious matter by the 
Church.  Couples who are living together before marriage are asked to speak to 
the Priest before setting a date for their wedding. 
 
II.  Setting the Date 
 
1.  Please call the Parish Office and speak to a Priest before finalizing any other 
plans.  Many dates are booked far in advance; sometimes more than a year 
ahead of time.  The prescribed times for marriage at Saint Teresa Parish are 
Saturday at either Noon or 2:00 PM.  Any times or days outside of these must 
receive the Pastor’s permission before proceeding.  As a rule, the Priest’s of the 
Parish will not perform weddings outside of Saint Teresa Church.  
 
2.  The parish secretaries do not reserve wedding dates.  Only the Priest who is 
preparing you for marriage can finalize a date with you. 
 
III.  What is the Pre-Marriage Preparation Process? 
 
In order to adequately prepare for your marriage, it’s important that you be as 
well informed as possible about the demands of living the vocation.  Therefore 
the Diocese of Cleveland requires pre-marriage instructions be given prior to the 
marriage ceremony.  Please check with the Priest working with you or the Parish 
Office for information on scheduling these instructions.  The pre-marriage 
instructions are to be considered obligatory and require participation in the 
following: 



 
 
1. Attendance/Participation in one of the following pre-marital 
educational/faith formation opportunities: 

a. Pre-Cana Day or 
b. Engaged Encounter Weekend or 
c. Couple to Couple Sessions 

 
2. Prepare and Enrich survey instrument and follow-up sessions with 

assigned clergy. 
 
NOTE: Pre-marital instructions should begin at least six (6) months prior to 
the proposed date of the wedding. 
 
IV. What are the specific requirements governing marriage? 
 
  Church Requirements (For Catholics) 
 

It will be necessary to obtain a recent copy of your Baptismal Record with 
ALL notations.  Be sure to specify that it is for marriage purposes.  (These 
can be obtained at the church where you were baptized.  It is best to go to 
the Parish Office for these records.  Call first, to see what time is 
convenient.  If necessary, you may write and enclose a stamped, self-
addressed envelope.) 
    
 Church Requirements (For Non-Catholics) 
 
A Baptismal Certificate is required but does not have to be issued within 6 
months.  Any questions should be referred to the Priest or Deacon who 
will be celebrating your marriage. 
 
 Civil Requirements 
 
State Laws require that a marriage license be obtained before the 
ceremony.  The license can be obtained at the Marriage License Bureau of 
the Lorain County Court House.  When issued the license is valid for 30 
days.   
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SAINT TERESA WEDDING MUSIC 
 

The following information should help answer many of the questions you may 
have regarding wedding music at Saint Teresa. 
 
Prelude Music on the organ begins about fifteen minutes before the wedding.  
If you have a soloist, one or two songs can be planned in place of organ music.  
Keep in mind that it is difficult to hear a soloist until most of your guests are 
seated. 
 
The Entrance Procession (Your Music Director can offer suggestions.) 
 
The Responsorial Psalm is normally sung by the organist and/or cantor. 
 
The Alleluia is always sung either by the organist of soloist. 
 
The Ordinary of the Mass is generally sung.  We encourage congregation 
participation.  Visiting musicians should use mass settings that our Priests are 
familiar with so they can participate in the singing. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer is usually recited. 
 
The Rite of Peace can include a song of peace, but it should end when the 
couple returns to the altar.  Offering and Communion songs should reflect 
upon the sacred prayers of the mass both in style and amplitude of sound.  Music 
chosen for the Offertory should not be longer than two minutes.  However, 
length is not a concern for Communion. 
 
A song can be sung as the couple visits one of the Side Altars with prayers to 
the Blessed Mother at the conclusion of the mass.  The most common piece for 
this portion of the mass is Ave Maria by Franz Schubert. 
 
All musicians are expected to follow our parish guidelines. 
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Census Form 
[Please Complete This Page and Return It  
to the Parish Office Before Your Wedding] 

 
Groom’s Name: ____________________________________________ 
   (Last)    (First)  (MI) 
 
Bride’s Name: _____________________________________________ 
   (Last)    (First)  (MI) 
 

Have both of you registered at Saint Teresa Parish as an adult?   
[If you answered “no” please explain] 
 
 Yes _______  No _______   
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of your marriage: _____________________________________ 
 
Place of your marriage: _____________________________________ 
 
After our wedding our mailing address will be: 
 
________________________________________________________ 
(Address)     (City)   (Zip Code) 
 
________________________________________________________ 
(Home Phone Number)    (Cell Phone Number) 
 
________________________________________________________ 
(E-mail Address(s)) 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
(Name & Address of the Parish you’ll attend regularly after your marriage) 
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